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Celebrating Our



A Rich Past, An Exciting Present 
and a Glorious Future

 
Walk about Zion and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell 
it to the generation following. For this God is our God for ever and 

ever: he will be our guide even unto death. Psalm 48:12-14

Take a look at your life; has God been good to you? Most of us will 
agree that God has been better to us than we have been to ourselves. 

When we consider all that we have experienced in life, we can only say “Hallelujah” and “Praise God” for 
giving us a rich past, an exciting present and a glorious future.

Think about it. Some in this room were here when the fi rst man walked on the moon. Some were here when 
cell phones were fi rst used or even microwaves. Some experienced the sting of racial segregation and 
others saw the fi rst of our race make strides in many areas including the election of the fi rst person who 
looks like us as the President of the United States. 

Certainly, we can all say God has been good to us. Our paths have brought us through a myriad of 
experiences that have included successes and failures. Along the way, we have witnessed many changes 
and have learned to take them in stride. Our joy is to know that despite the road that we have traveled, that 
there has been one constant in life that has never changed; that is the love of God. It never changes. 

The most senior among us have seen the most miles, tallest of mountains and the deepest of life’s valleys. 
The younger among us have traveled a journey too. It is just as real to them as the distances traveled by 
those who walked before them. 

When I walked into the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church for the fi rst time as a college 
student, 50 years ago, I had no idea what God had in store for me. My personal and spiritual growth is a 
result of the nurturing spirit of the many godly men and women of this church that have gone to glory and 
that are still here making tremendous contributions in the lives of others of this generation as well.

One hundred years is a long time to be actively working in the vineyard of the Lord, however we must never 
forget that God is not through with us yet.  As members of the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church, we give praise to God for bringing us through our troublesome past. We also give him praise for 
the exciting life that he is giving us today and high praise for the glorious future that lies ahead of us. 

I Praise God for the St. John Progressive Family and I am honored to be a 
part of our great legacy. It has been a blessing to serve as Pastor of the (in the 
words of Lady Banks) Greatest Church on this side of Heaven.

Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr.Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr.
Pastor

From the Desk of Pastor BanksFrom the Desk of Pastor Banks

3



Great Praise for a Great God
 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared 
above all Gods. 1 Chronicles 16:25

Have you ever felt undeserving for an award you received? Was the 
award a special plaque or a trophy? Perhaps it was a certifi cate or some 
other token of recognition. The purpose of the award was to recognize 
and to praise you because of a noteworthy accomplishment and 
contribution, but you felt unworthy to be praised.

The feeling of unworthiness increases with the size of the accolade. 
Sometimes presentations may get bigger than mere plaques or certifi cates. Sometimes there are 
busts and memorials and even rooms, windows and buildings that bear our names. One reason a 
true servant of God feels unworthy is because the true servant recognizes that the real praise for any 
accomplishment belongs to God.

Tributes usually follow signifi cant accomplishments. We feel unworthy because we know that God was 
the underlying source of our success; He deserves the praise.

God should be praised, not us; that’s the way humble saints feel. We know how to recognize people for 
their accomplishments, but how do we recognize God when he has helped us? That was the question 
that puzzled David in Psalm 116:12 when he asked, What shall I render unto the LORD for all his 
benefi ts toward me? David concluded that he would drink from the cup of salvation, pay his vows, and 
continue to call upon his name. He decided that was the best way to give tribute to God.

As members of the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, we recognize that every 
accomplishment we have made of the past 100 years, is a refl ection of God’s handiwork. We cannot 
take credit for the work the church has done; God gets all of the glory. The trail of life that marks our 
journey is speckled with markers, large and small, that testify of the help we have received from God. 
Without Him, we can do nothing. If we have accomplished anything, the glory is His for He is God who 
is great and is greatly to be praised.

One of the songs I love so dearly includes the words: “To God Be The 
Glory.” I give God all of the glory for the many years that I have enjoyed the 
love and fellowship of the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 
Family. It has been a tremendous blessing as your Pastor’s wife, as he 
served you.

Lady Vanessa BanksLady Vanessa Banks

From the Desk of Lady Vanessa Banks

4



5

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2, 2025 
 
 
 

Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor 
Lady Vanessa Banks 
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 
Post Office Box 75194 
Tampa, Florida 33675 
 
Dear Pastor and Lady Banks, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate you and the congregation of 
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church on this special 100th 
Church Anniversary occasion with several special events planned, 
and culminating with the Centennial Celebration held on Sunday, 
February 23, 2025.  
 
Since its founding in 1925, by Reverend Andrew Mack Woodard, St. 
John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church has grown and prospered, 
and it has certainly contributed to the success of our city. From a small 
membership a century ago, St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church has developed 
into a leading community organization, and its leaders and the congregation are known for 
being dedicated to continued growth, to contributing to the Tampa community’s needs, and 
to bring its spiritual vision to people everywhere through its many impactful ministries.  
 
Again, congratulations on this very special 100th Anniversary milestone. May God continue 
to bless St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church and its leaders and members. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jane Castor 
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February 23, 2025 
 
 
Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks 
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 
2504 E. Chipco Street 
Tampa, FL  33605 
 
Dear Reverend Dr. Banks and Members: 
 
I am pleased to congratulate you and the members of St. John Progressive Missionary 
Baptist Church on your 100th church anniversary.  Your church's commitment to God and 
the service you have provided to the community for over a century is commendable.  You 
have been a pillar of faith, inspiring many residents of Tampa.   
  
I commend the church's generational leadership for developing, throughout its history, a 
spiritual foundation for your parishioners to serve the Tampa community. You have 
profoundly impacted countless lives through your worship, outreach ministries, and 
dedication to serving others, leaving a legacy across generations of individuals and families. 
 
As you reflect on the past 100 years, I hope you come to fully recognize the magnitude of St. 
John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church's accomplishments throughout our city.  From 
ministering to your members' spiritual needs to extending compassion to our citizens, your 
stewardship has distinguished you as a beacon of hope and a shining example of God's love. 
 
May this special anniversary serve as a time to celebrate your church's rich history, honor 
the sacrifices and contributions of those who have come before you, and renew your vision 
for the future.  I pray that St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church continues to thrive 
and offer a place where people's hearts are uplifted, lives are transformed, and the Gospel 
is shared for many more years. 
 
Once again, congratulations on such an amazing milestone.  May God continue to bless your 
church, its leaders, and every member of your congregation.  I close this congratulatory 
letter with the warmest regards and blessings to you all on this special day. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lee Bercaw 
Chief of Police 

Tampa Police Department 
Lee Bercaw 

Chief of Police 
411 N. Franklin Street 

Tampa, FL  33602 
 

Office: 813-276-3799 
 



Saint John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
Hallelujah and Congratulations on your Centennial Celebration

Dear Minister Dr. Bartholomew Banks and the esteemed congregation of Saint John

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,

On behalf of the Tampa City Council, it is our distinct honor and pleasure to extend
heartfelt congratulations to Saint John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church on the
momentous occasion of your Centennial Celebration.

For one hundred years, your church has stood as a beacon of faith, hope, and
community service, not only to the worshippers within Tampa Bay but to a multitude

of individuals across the United States. Under the inspired and devoted leadership of

Minister Dr. Bartholomew Banks, you have continued to grow and flourish, becoming
a pillar of strength and a testament to the enduring power of faith.

Your unwavering commitment to serving the spiritual needs of your congregation,
while also contributing significantly to the social and economic development of our
community, has not gone unnoticed. The positive impact of Saint John Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church is felt far and wide, enhancing the lives of countless
individuals and fostering a spirit of unity and progress.

As you commemorate this remarkable milestone, we celebrate with you and express

our deepest gratitude for your century of dedicated service. May your church
continue to thrive and inspire, guided by your mission and the enduring spirit of
compassion and love.

Once again, congratulations on this extraordinary achievement. We look forward to

witnessing many more years of your meaningful contributions and unwavering faith.

In Public Service,

Gwendolyn Henderson
Gwendolyn Henderson, Ed.S.

Tampa City Council

Gwendolyn Henderson, District 5

February 23, 2025
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February 17, 2025 

St. John Progressive MBC, Inc. 
Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr. 
2504 E. Chipco Street 
Tampa, FL 33605 
 
Greetings Pastor Banks and Members, 
 
As the Hillsborough County Commissioner for District 3, it is with great joy and gratitude that I take this 
opportunity to extend heartfelt congratulations to the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church family on 
the remarkable milestone for its Centennial Celebration and dedicated service. Your unwavering commitment 
has significantly enriched our community and has inspired countless individuals along their spiritual journeys. 

St. John Progressive has exemplified the steadfastness of Christ. As a long-time member of the community, I 
appreciate all you do to nourish the collective hearts and souls of our neighborhoods and commend you on your 
longevity. 

Pastor Banks, your commitment to nurturing the spiritual growth of your flock, instilling hope, and fostering a 
sense of community is truly inspiring. 

Thank you for the invitation to this very special occasion. Please know that I am honored to share in your 
celebration and look forward to joining you on February 23, 2025.   

Congratulations again on this milestone, and best wishes for many church anniversary celebrations! 

In the Christian Spirit, 
 

Gwendolyn “Gwen” W. Myers, Chaplain 
Hillsborough County Commissioner, District 3 
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Order of Service

1111

Theme: The Beginning, The Journey, The Harvest & The Reward 
Theme Scripture: Hebrews 11:1 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Matthew 16:13-20

Reflection of Memories in Honor of Our Deceased Members 
~Musical Prelude~ 

”Lift Every Voice and Sing”



Responsive Reading

 Leader:  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I 
the Son of man am?

 Congregation:  And they said, Some say that thou art John the 
Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 
prophets.

 Leader:  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

 Congregation:  And Simon Peter answered and said, Th ou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.

 Leader:  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona: for fl esh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

 Congregation:  And I say also unto thee, Th at thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.

 Leader:  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

 All-Together:  Th en charged he his disciples that they should tell no 
man that he was Jesus the Christ.

Matthew 16:13-20

12



CONGREGATIONAL HYMN
Lift Every Voice and Sing - #477

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand.
True to our God,
True to our native land.
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n 1925 Tampa, Florida was a lively little city with a population of 50,000 and 
was a mere 19 miles in diameter. Ybor City, the Spanish district, noted for its 
cigar   industry, was just a rock-throw away. Th e roads were unpaved. In the 
middle of College Hill, Reverend Andrew Mack Woodard founded his church 
in the year 1925 and named it St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 
Pastor Woodard split his time between his two churches ministering to the 
needs of his fl ock. 
 
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church was built on very fertile ground. 
It was born on the threshold of the Great Depression years and was able to 
survive the lean impoverished times during that era. St. John branched off  from 
St. Matthew Missionary Baptist Church. It started as a store front church on Potter Street and Lake 
Avenue. Th e membership was small. Th e members labored tirelessly building a sound foundation for the 
church under the leadership of Reverend Woodard.  St. John became a place of fellowship and an avenue 
for brethren to dwell together, rejoice and bring souls to Christ.  One of the fi rst ministries started under 
Reverend Woodard’s leadership was Th e Women’s Home Missionary Society, and the fi rst President was 
Sis. Henrietta Porter. 
 
In 1928 St. John moved from Potter Street into a small wooden church located right where St. John 
stands today. Sisters Th elma Pownell, Janet Morrison, Angeline Russ, Pearlie Mae Butler, Beatrice 
Woodard, Deacon Solomon Boatwright and a few others marched into their new church home with 
heads held high and with great pride. Th e little church was not a palace by any stretch of the imagination. 
It had holes and cracks and was unpainted. Th e roof leaked when it rained. Lighting was poor and the 
wooden pews didn’t have any padding. Th ere was no central air and heat or even a window unit to bring 
comfort. In the Winter, they froze, and in the Summer months they roasted. Th e windows off ered very 
little ventilation. Th ey didn’t have a sound system, organ or drums, but they did have an old out-of-tune 
piano that they cherished. Th e nearby parking lot was unpaved but available to those who could aff ord 
cars.  Th e members loved that little old church. Th e late Sis. Dorothy Woodard-Jones, one of Reverend 
Woodard’s ten children, oft en and fondly reminisced about the little old church. She recalls, as a little 
girl, the leaky roof, cracks and lack of modern air conditioning. 
 
Th e earlier days of St. John began during the depression years and times were hard. Not only did the 
church have to cope with fi nancial hardships; but it had to cope with the near total destruction of the 
church due to a windstorm. If that wasn’t frightening enough, around 1955, they almost met with 
another disaster.  Sis. Odessa Booker was singing “Let’s All Go Back To Th e Old Land Mark” when the 
roof collapsed. No injuries were reported. In spite of the challenges, the church continued to thrive. 
 
Several years later, Reverend Woodard and his wife, Sister Beatrice, left  St. John and continued God’s 
work as missionaries.  Reverend Woodard traveled throughout Florida preaching the Gospel until his 
death in 1945. God continued to send his trusted shepherds to watch over and guide his St. John fl ock. 
Aft er Reverend Woodard’s departure, other ministers were called to St John. Each one of these men 
possessed great leadership abilities and through them, St. John continued to grow spiritually and thrive. 
We shall always hold fond memories for those faithful servants of God who paved the way for us through 
their labor and good works. Th ese former pastors were Reverends Monroe Lovett, B.J. Townsend, Steve 
Rogers, W.M. Johnson and Ishmal Anderson. 

Rev. Andrew Mack Woodard
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n May 1949, Reverend Dr. Flagger G. Hilton, his wife, Sister Savannah, and 
son, Roosevelt, united with St. John in the little old church. Th e members 
were conducting the Sunday aft ernoon Baptist Young People Union Program 
(BYPU) when they arrived. In attendance were Sister Doris Tolbert, Bro. Leroy 
Bell and several children. Reverend  Hilton served St. John the longest (from 
1949 to 1991). He was truly a visionary, goal-oriented and a very wise man. 
He was a great leader, teacher, organizer and humanitarian. Rev. Hilton was 
very passionate about the Lord’s work and it was exemplifi ed in his sermons, 
actions and deeds. He believed in progress. He and Sister  Savannah really 
loved the children and the children loved them. Th ey were always available for 
the children.  Sis. Savannah was the Sunday School Teacher for the Cradle Roll 
and Beginner Classes. She oft en cared for the babies when the mothers had to 
sing in the choir or had to usher. 

Under Pastor Hilton’s leadership, the church grew at an exorbitant rate of speed spiritually, fi nancially 
and numerically. It was like a fi re had suddenly ignited overnight.  God’s blessings continued. Th e 
membership grew from 25 saints to hundreds. Many ministries were established at that time. In 1953 
under his dynamic leadership, they marched from the little old wooden church into the fi rst concrete 
edifi ce. Th e membership was totally involved in raising money and helping to build the new edifi ce. 

Sis. Katie Lyles washed bundles of clothes for $1.50 to raise money to help purchase lumber. Brothers 
Elra Jones and John James helped mix the cement. Th e brand new church was spacious, comfortable, 
carpeted, and had padded seats. It had air conditioning units and gas heaters. Th ey had a better piano, 
an organ and drums. Th e church began to purchase properties in the area.

In 1978, Sister Savannah went home to glory and the Lord sent Pastor Hilton another helpmate in 1979, 
Sis. Evelynna Richardson. Sis. Evelynna was very supportive and loved St. John. She was in the choir and 
played the piano and was involved in several ministries.  

During Pastor Hilton’s 42 years of leadership, St. John continued to forge ahead.  Membership continued 
to increase.  Th ere was rarely a Sunday that there was not a new member coming to Christ or moving their      
membership to St. John.  Membership grew above one thousand.  In 1984, the church was renovated and 
the mortgage paid off  in record time. It was more spacious and had state-of-the-art accommodations, 
including a baptismal pool. God blessed us with more property.  By 1991, the membership roll was 
above 1,400. Pastor  Hilton ordained and developed a total of 25 ministers and most of them moved on 
to pastor other churches.

In 1991, Pastor Hilton retired and his unyielding eff orts garnered him the title of Pastor Emeritus. One 
year later, he was called home to glory on July 10, 1992. For many of us, he will be long remembered as 
one of the greatest pastors, organizer, leader, builder, teacher, and preacher on this side of Heaven. 

Th rough his ministry, St. John has become well-known locally and statewide. Some of his noteworthy 
achievements are as follows: 

• Built two churches 1953 and 1984. Th e mortgage of $160,000 on the current edifi ce was paid 
off  in four years. 

• Th e mortgage burning ceremony was held on June 26, 1986 
• Purchased properties on 25th Street and Chipco Street 
• Restructured Sunday aft ernoon BTU service for all members (formally BYPU was for youths 

only) 

Rev. Dr. Flaggler G. Hilton
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• Held annual Adult King/Queen, and Junior King/Queen Coronation for fundraising 
• Provided fellowship dinners for new members sponsored by the deacons, deaconesses, 

ministers and ministers’ wives 
• Established Chat and Chew Hour for teenagers 
• Created separate Sunday School Classes for ministers, deacons, deaconesses and young adults
• Established Th e Senior Citizens Benevolent Club 
• Started TV Ministry -  St. John was the fi rst Black church on local TV in 1965 
• Other ministries established under his watch were: F. G. Hilton’s Angelic Choir; Teenage 

Choir;  Pastor’s Aide Board (1975); Senior Mission Society #2 (1972); Junior Women Mission 
(1952; Th e Brotherhood Ministry; Choir # 2; Choir #3 (1963); Young Adult Choir; Men and 
Women’s Day (1981); Nurses Guild (1972); Keenage Ministry; St. John Mass Choir; Scouts; 
Jr. Deacons and Deaconesses; Palace Byrd; Gussie Daniels, Savannah Hilton and Angeline 
Russ Circles; Th e Golden Age Choir; Youth Mission: Youth Department; Youth Usher Board; 
Usher Board #2;  Deacon and Trustee Boards; and CEIP (1990)

• Founder of the Baptist Fellowship Center (Th e Baptist Bible College) 
• Sponsored children for Th e World Mission Program 
• Purchased a church van and a bus

Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks,  Sr.

Th e vision and mission of St. John did not stop with Pastor Hilton. Th at was 
not the end of St. John’s progressive legacy. Again, the Lord sent another gift ed, 
spirit-fi lled leader and visionary. Th e baton was passed on to one of Pastor 
Hilton’s sons in the ministry, Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr.  It was a 
seamless transition. Pastor Banks and Lady Vanessa had strong roots already 
in St. John before being called to pastor. Reverend Banks served in several 
capacities during his tenure - Assistant Superintendent of Sunday School, 
organist, auditor, Deacon and Assistant Pastor to Reverend Hilton. Lady Banks 
served as Deaconess, a member of several choirs, and played piano.  Th e couple 
left  St. John for a short period to serve as shepherd and First Lady of St. Matthew 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
 
On February 9, 1992, Reverend Banks was installed as Pastor, but he was still receptive to council from 
Rev. Hilton.  Pastor Banks is currently employed as Director of Th e Division of Aging Services, and 
is a member of Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners. In 2005, he was awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate Degree.
 
Th e  current ministerial staff  consists of Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr. and Lady Vanessa; Rev. Barron
Banks; Rev. Joshua Bent; Rev. Charles Jackson; Rev. Paul Ball and Sis. Ronda, Rev. Garland Phillips, Rev. 
Lancinet Stephens and Sis. Telesia; Rev. Vincent Strange and Sis. Mary; Rev. Jerry Young and Sis. Mary; 
Rev. David Byrd, Rev. Vincent Bayne, Sr. and Min. Alphonso Cason and Sis. Rita. 

Shepherding St. John keeps Pastor Banks quite busy, but his leadership and serving does not stop here. 
He is serving his second consecutive term (2006 to present) as President of Th e Progressive Missionary 
and Education Baptist State Convention of Florida, Inc. He is responsible for providing leadership to 
300+ churches within the Association.  In keeping with his campaign platform (Bridging Th e Gap), 
President Banks has been very successful in bringing continuity and structure to the organization 
by ensuring on-going communication and regular meetings with pastors; inclusiveness of all pastors 
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regardless of church size; increasing support  to local churches faced with leadership and fi nancial 
challenges; liquidating  property debts to improve fi nancial and  investment leverage, addressing the 
fi nancial and healthcare needs of pastors and developing a strategy to maximize convention planning 
and operations.  In 2014, he was appointed Vice-Present-at-Large of Th e National Baptist Convention 
of America International, Inc.  Since retirement, he has been very involved in City projects working 
very closely with the Mayor.
 
God continues to bless St. John in all areas - spiritually, fi nancially and numerically.  Membership is 
well above 2,000. Pastor Banks has led and/or ordained 30 ministers during his watch, four of them 
have moved on to pastor their own churches in the Tampa Bay area and three others are assistant 
pastors elsewhere.  Several have relocated due to employment opportunities.
 
We truly give thanks to God for sending Pastor Banks back to us. Again, God has sent us a shepherd 
with vision, wisdom, excellent leadership abilities, humility, organization and perseverance, and most 
of all a spirit-fi lled man led by God. Th rough his leadership, we have accomplished so much during the 
past 32 years. 

• Th e Christian Life Center was built in 1996 and paid off  in four years (by 2000) through Vision 
Fund Drives. We were able to have the mortgage burning celebration on our anniversary day, 
February 24, 2002

• Implemented Children’s Church on second and fourth Sundays 
• Established Th e Young Adult Choir (Bartholomew Banks Inspirational Singers)
• Implemented New Members Orientation Classes 
• Established the Grief Ministry (AMTAGS)
• Implemented Annual Revivals 
• Established Th e Praise Teams
• Started an Early Morning Service at 8:00  A.M.
• Established Sunday School Classes For Couples 
• Established TV and Video Ministries 
• Started Th e Male Chorus in 1992 
• Started Th e First Friends Ministry in 1996 (New Members Ministry)
• Established Vacation Bible School for adults  in 1996 
• Organized Th e Leadership Institute in 2000
• Established Th e Saturday Street Ministry 
• Built church’s fi rst playground
• Organized Th e Progressive Achievements Program - Summer Camp and Aft er School 
• Established Wednesday Night Hour of Power Youth Ministry in 1994 
• Implemented Th e Healthy Start Program to aid at risk mothers in 1998 
• Started Th e SHARE Program in 1997 
• Eff ected Th e One Bowl Meal for sick and shut-in members and community members in 2011
• Started Th e Drug Support Ministry 
• Implemented Th e Basketball Ministry 
• Implemented Th e Domestic Violence Program 
• Purchased Two Vans For Th e Van Ministry 
• Purchased seven properties 
• Implemented the Internet Worship  Service 
• Started St. John’s Website 
• Started  Church’s Drill Team, Dance and Drama Ministries
• Provided Noon Day Prayer Service
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• 2009 - implemented a satellite school for extended bible study through Faith Bible Institute, 
LA

• Established Community Development Corporation in 2011 comprised of four branches – 
grant writing, education, health and wellness and juvenile delinquency prevention     

• Started Th e Clothes Closet
• Partnered with Th e College Hill Mennonite Church Food Program  in 2012
• Generation N.E.X.T. - 2014 Community Day College Bound Initiative Program 
• Poetry & Spoken Word Ministry 2017

We give honor and praise to Th e God Almighty for our BEGINNING with Reverend Andrew 
Woodard.  It was a humble beginning that took hold and grew. We thank Him for our JOURNEY 
with Reverend Flagger G. Hilton. Pastor Hilton pumped up the volume and pace and led us out of the 
wilderness into a brighter day. We thank God for THE HARVESTING through Pastor Banks. Since 
his installation, he has risen exceptionally to the challenge of leading this body of baptized believers 
in their Christian walk and stewardship. Time has moved on and there have been physical changes 
in the life of St. John, but the message and mission are still the same 99 years later - leading people to 
Christ, saving souls and spreading the gospel wherever we go.

St. John has progressed since its initial inception. We have seen the hand of God on our pastors and 
in the tireless perseverance, servitude, and generous nature of the members for 99 years.  St. John is 
a church designed and ordained by God and a place where all members, who thirst, can mature in 
knowledge and service to Christ as demonstrated in our love for one another. It is our prayer that 
God will keep us “REACHING FORTH UNTO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEFORE…we are 
God’s fellow workers…”
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CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

The Board of Deacons 
under the leadership of Chairman Isaac Gallmon, takes this opportunity to 
congratulate the St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church Family for 
100 years of dedicated spiritual, social and economic leadership to the Tampa 
Bay Area, and through our live streaming platform, to communities across the 
country. As we prepare to embrace the next generation, may the light of God’s 
presence continue to illuminate St. John’s path for many years to come.

On Our 100On Our 100thth Anniversary Anniversary

Deacon Isaac Gallmon, Chairman
Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor



Congratulations
St. John Progressive M.B.C.

Deaconess MinistryDeaconess Ministry
Sister Shelia Bryant, President 

Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor
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100 Years Strong In God’s Grace

Seated: Sis. Queen Miller
Front Standing: Sis. Sheila Mays, Sis. Veronica Wilson, Sis. Elaine Maxwell, Sis. Betty Forde,
Sis. Betty Gallmon, Sis. Estella Johnson, Sis. Catherine Smith, Sis. Pearl Ershery, Sis. Shelia Bryant
Back Row: Sis. Clara Cobb, Sis. Coretta Mayes, Sis. Alicia Bascom, Sis. Cheryl Burnett, Sis. Mary Avery,
Sis. Stacy Burgess, Sis. Mary Jones, Sis. Rose Watson
Inserts: Sis. Ruth Lewis, Sis. Dejournette Bellamy, Sis. Ella Porter, Sis. Wanda Miles,
Sis. Verneine Monroe, Sis. Patricia Ball



Happy 100th 
Anniversary
Happy 100Happy 100thth  
AnniversaryAnniversary

From,
The Banks’ Family
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For even as the body is one and yet has many members,  
and all the members of the body,  

though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  
1 Corinthians 12:12 
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ST. JOHN
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755

(727) 443-1945
stjohnmbc@verizon.net

www.facebook.com/stjohnmbcclearwater

Reverend Dr. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Congratulations & Blessings

on your
Centennial Celebration!

St. John Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor

11550000 PPennsys llvaniia AAvenue
Clearwata er, Florida 33755

(727) 443-1945
stjt ohnmbc@verizon.net

www.facebook.com/stjt ohnmbccleaarwataa er

St. John
Missionary

Reverend Dr. Bart

n Pr
y B
tholom

rogr
Bapti

mew B

ressive
ist Church
Banks, Sr., Pastor

ReeverreeeRRReRReeevevvevveerrrrerreeeeend Dnnnddd DDDDDDr. FFFDDDDDrrr.rr.. FFFFFFllemmmmingg Tarrvvverr,, PaaasstorrrrFFFllleeemmmmmiiinnngnggg TTTaTTaaraarrrvrrvvvvevveerrr,r,,, PPPaPPaaaasaassstssttottoorrrrrr
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As we the YOUTH embark upon St. John’s 100th 
Church Anniversary, we are reminded that our hope is 

not in ourselves or in our own accomplishments…

But our hope is in Christ, who dwells within us and 
empowers us to do His work.

 

From the Youth Department
Choir, Mission, Usher Board, Dance, & Boy Scouts

HAPPY 100HAPPY 100thth ANNIVERSARY SJPMBC !!! ANNIVERSARY SJPMBC !!!
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THE LATE JOHNNIE B. AND MAUDE ROYAL

 Congratulations
St. John Progressive 

Missionary Baptist Church

on the 100th Anniversary 

From

 THE  ROYAL  FAMILY

Ephesians 4:16  “From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each

part does its work.”

rch

         MAUDIE JACKSON  -  JOHNNIE M.  DAVIS -  LEONTYNE GOOSBY             
THEODORE ROYAL -  CHRISTINE  OUTTEN 

DONNELL ROYAL -  DONNA ADDISON
        

        DARREN,   KENDRA,   JERRLYN,   LAWANDA,
     KRYSTAL, THEODORE JR.,  CHERYL, KELDRIAN,  CANDICE

LOVING  GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN & GREAT-GREAT-GRANDCHILDRENLLOOVVIIVVVV NNGG GGRREERRR AAEEE
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The Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, Inc.

Pastor Bartholomew Banks and the St,. JohN
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, as you Praise

God for 100 Years of Sustaining and Guiding!

Dr. Rollie Murray, Jr., Senior Pastor

“Equipping, Educating, and Elevating... One Heart at a Time.”

654 West Anderson Street | Orlando, Florida 32805
P.O. Box 555846 | Orlando, Florida 32855

407-843-6612 Office | 407-843-2101 Fax

“A Church in the Heart of the Parramore Community”
The Bethel Missionaryr Baptistts Ch

Dr. Rollie Murraya , Jr., Senior Pa

“E“ qEE uqq iuu pii ppp ipp nii gnn ,gg EdEE udd cuu acc taa itt nii gnn ,gg anaa dnn ElEE ell vee avv taa itt nii gnn ... OnOO enn HHH aHHHHHH raa

654 West Anderson Street | Orlando, Florida 3
P.O. Box 555846 | Orlando, Florida 32855

407-843-6612 Offff iff ce | 407-843-2101 Fax

“A“ CAA hCC uhh ruu crr hcc inii thtt ehh HHH aHHHHHH raa trr ofoo tff htt ehh PaPP raa rrr arr maa omm roo err CoCC
hurch, Inc.

astss or

rtrr ataa a TTTTTTTT eTTTTTT .”

32805
5

omoo mmm umm nuu inn tii ytt ”
MMiissssiioonnaarryyrrr BBaappttiissttsss
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Celebrating 100 Years
of Love and Legacy

Th is year marks a momentous milestone in the life of 
St. John Progressive M.B. Church: 100 years of faith, 
fellowship, and love. As we look back on a century of 
worship, service, and sacrifi ce, I witnessed fi rsthand the 
unwavering dedication of my parents,  Deacon Floyd 

and Queen Miller, who, like so many others, poured their hearts into the life of this 
church. My mom and dad were not just members; they were a part of the fabric 
that wove the church together, much like the deacons who made an extraordinary 
sacrifi ce to ensure that St. John would stand as a beacon for future generations. 
Th ese deacons, driven by their faith and devotion, took out mortgages on their 
homes to fund the construction of the church, a true testament to their love and 
commitment.

At St. John Progressive M.B. Church

Yolanda Trigg

Deacon Floyd and Queen Miller
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100100THTH YEAR CELEBRATION! YEAR CELEBRATION!
Congratulations Pastor Bartholomew Banks, Lady Banks,

and the St. John Family!

In Loving Memory
\

Deacon John H. Williams, Jr.
and John Lavardis Williams

We Love You and Miss You.

Belinda Williams & Family

For we walk by faith, not by sight.   2 Corinthians 5:7



Congratulations to Our SJPMBC
100th Church Anniversary Celebration

The Church Administrative Staff 
What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 

has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all 
things be done for edifi cation. 1 Corinthians 14:26

30
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TTeach the Word in the home, with a consecrated heart;    

FFollowing in the footsteps of our Savior, Leading all men to God.  

RRev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor  
DDeacon John Avery, Sr., Brotherhood President  

CCongratulations   

SSt John Progressive Missionary Baptist 
CChurch on your 100th Anniversary 

As iron sharpens iron, so does one brother sharpens 
another.  Proverbs 27:17 
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Happy 100th Church Anniversary 
S t .  J o h n  P r o g r e s s i v e

M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
F r o m

The Higdon Family
P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 1 3  " I  c a n  d o  a l l  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  w h o  s t r e n g t h e n s  m e "

I n  L o v i n g  M e m o r y  O f
C h a z  H i g d o n  

J i m m y  H i g d o n  J r .
J o h n n y  B r o w n
A l m a s  M i n o r  

E v a  &  C h a r l e s  H e a r n s
E l i j a h  W i l l i a m s  S r .

a

T

J o h n P r o g r e s s i v e
n a r y B a p t i s t C h u r c h

F r o m

d o a l l t h i n g s t h r o u g h C h r i s t w h o s t r e n g t h e n s m e "
o v i n g M e m o r y O f

C h H i d

Th
PP hh ii ll ii pp pp ii aa nn s 4 : 1 3

T
P h i l i p p i a nn

J i m
J
A

E v a &
E l i j

Thank You
for celebratingour 100th Anniversary 

with us!
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Congratulations  
St. John Progressive on this  
100th Church Anniversary  

“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith:Hence-forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.” II Timothy 4:6-8  
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JT Tampa’s Dancing DJ
Professional DJ Entertainment

(813) 412-0435

Parties
Receptions
Banguets
Church Events

Weddings
Reunions
Special Events
School Events

Email: jtmon1961@yahoo.com / Affi  liate with 95.7 the BEAT



In Loving Memory of 
Deacon Joseph Barr, Sr., 
we are proud to be a part of St. John’s 
incredible legacy- a century of history!

Sandra, Joseph lll, Erick, Erika Barr

CONGRATULATIONS
St. John Prpogressive M.B. Church

Th e Lester Family

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory 
of our parents

Deacon Jack and
Deaconess Beatrice Lester

we are grateful to be a part of St. John’s 
legacy- a century of history!

Curtis, Wynell,
Sandra, Johnny, 

and  Jack Jr.

Congratulations!
In Loving Memory of 

Deacon Jack and 
Deaconess Beatrice Lester

we celebrate your legacy and a remarkable 
milestone - a century of history!

Congratulations!
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On this 100th Church Anniversary Celebration

CULINARY



“ Lord

Bill and Sharon Dix 
37

“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 



Congratulations for being a beacon for Christ in the city of Tampa and worldwide.  We thank God 
for his grace and mercy to provide St. John with the gift  of Jesus Christ and the resources to endure 
the test of time.  We thank our founders and pioneers for their vision, for their faith in God, and 
for building a solid foundation based on God’s holy word.  We thank Pastor Banks and the current 
administration for continuing to make disciples and spreading the gospel for the edifi cation of 
God’s kingdom and for the salvation of mankind.

St. John we are one family, one in perfect spirit, and one in Christ.  In John 17:22-23, Jesus noted 
in his prayer to the heavenly Father for his believers, “Th e glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me.”   Living by these words, along with our faith in 
Christ and obeying God’s holy word, will help carry St. 
John for another 100 years and continue to be the light 
of the world that God so desires.  Again, congratulations 
St. John! 

Happy 100-Year Anniversary
to St. John Progressive MB Church 

from Membership Ministry.  

as we are one: I in 
one; and that the 
em, as thou hast 

n 
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As we celebrate our Church’s 100 Years Anniversary, I am 
praising God for the many ways He blesses my family and me.
Memories of our loved ones, Deacon Archie L. Ershery, Sis. 

Elouise James and Sis. Lottie M. Johnson, continue to linger as we 
reflect on their devoted services.

Happy Anniversary Blessings

Pearl H. Ershery and Family
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Congratulations!

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!
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The Forde Family
Dea. William & Sister Betty Forde

William H. Forde & Renovia A. Forde

Congratulations
on 100 years of Faithful Service

We thank God, for Faith has brought us.
Jesus’ Faithfulness kept us.

To God be the Glory.



In Remembrance of You…

Dea. Joseph “Buddy” & Sis. Julia Roberts
The Legacy Continues….

Bro. Ralph & 
Sis. Pamela Roberts

Bro. Alfred & 
Sis. Olivia Hamilton 

Dea. Leonard & 
Deaconess Verna

Warren

Ms. Alice Roberts 

Mr. Caleb & 
Sis. Tia Rodriguez

Mrs. DeloresRoberts

Rev.Eric & Lathorne Gallman ~ Mrs. Deena Kinsey ~ Mr. Earl Roberts Jr. ~ Dr. Dwayne & Tressa
Jones Sr. ~ Mr. Derrick & Diana Latson ~ Bro. Jeffrey & Phillice Barker ~ Bro. Ryan Massey ~ Sis.
Latasha Oliver ~ Sis. Shayla Warren ~ Bro. Alfred & Kenyatta Hamilton Jr.~ Bro. Caleb Rodriguez
Jr. ~ Sis. Anissa Thomas ~ Bro. Brandon Hamilton ~ Bro. Leonard & Sis. Shamiya Warren II ~ 
Sis. Netta Roberts ~ Bro. Ralph Roberts

Children

Grandchildren

Great-Grandchildren
Sis. Brittany Black ~ Mr. Anthony Roberts ~ Ms. Jessica Kinsey ~ Sis. Kourtney Berry ~ Mrs. Brianna
Morrow ~ Bro. Ricky Mann ~ Mr. Jeffrey Barker Jr. ~Mr. Jordan Kinsey ~ Ms. Miya Cross ~ Ms.
Taylor Roberts ~ Sis. Kyaira Barker ~ Ms. Jansen Kinsey ~ Ms. Mikaylah Latson ~ Mr. Christian
Roberts ~ Bro. Winston Oliver ~ Bro. Jacob Gallman ~ Bro Jaden Barker ~ Bro. Dwayne Jones Jr. ~ 
Sis Janai Barker ~ Sis. Jhayla Pickett ~ Sis. Vernecia Knight ~  Bro Xavier Williams ~ Master 
Anthony Brooks ~ Miss Elayjah Brooks ~ Sis. Airyanna Johnson ~ Sis. Nalaysia Massey ~ 
Master Joseph Roberts ~ Master Amir Hamilton ~ Master Roman Slaughter ~ Master Naseer 
Slaughter ~ Miss. Selena Warren ~ Miss Meelah Roberts~Ms. Zyaira Rodriguez ~
   Mr. Jamier Love ~ Master Khy’Lieb Rodriguez ~ Master Tremaine Rodriguez ~ 
         Master Kyle Rodriguez ~ Miss Kaysia Rodriguez ~ Miss Kaliyah Rodriguez

Darrion ~ Daniel ~ Keleigh ~ Zeb ~ Z‘Khi ~Tierra ~ Kraig ~ Kameron 
~ Azyiah ~ Genesis

Great-Great-Grandchildren

In Loving Memory
of

Mr. Earl Roberts Sr.

In Loving Memory
of

Mrs. Cherisse Massey.

In ReRR mee emm mee bmm rbb anaa cnn ecc ofoo YoYY uoo …

Deaee . Josoo epee hpp “B““ uduu ddd ydd ” & SiSS sii . Juluu ill aii RoRR boo ebb ree tr stt
ThTT ehh LeLL gee agg caa ycc CoCC noo tnn itt nii unn euu see ….

Bro.oo RaRR laa pll hpp &
SiSS sii . PaPP maa emm lee all RoRR boo ebb ree tr stt

Bro.oo AlAA fll rff edee &
SiSS sii . Olill vii ivv aii HaHH maa imm lii tll ott noo

Deaee . LeLL oee noo ann raa d &
Deaee caa occ noo enn see s VeVV ree nann

WaWW raa renee

MsMM . AlAA ill cii ecc RoRR boo ebb ree tr stt

MrMM . CaCC laa ell bee &
SiSS sii . TiTT aii RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee

MrMM srr . Delee oll roo esee RoRR boo ebb ree tr stt

ReRR vee .vv ErEE icii & LaLL taa htt ohh roo nenn GaGG laa lll mll amm naa ~ MrMM srr . Deeee nee ann KiKK nii snn eyee ~ MrMM . EaEE raa l RoRR boo ebb ree trr stt Jr. ~ Dr. Dwaww yaa nyy enn & TrTT esee sa
Jonoo enn see SrSS . ~ MrMM . Deree ricii kcc & Diaii naa ann LaLL taa stt onoo ~ Bro.oo Jefee fff rff eyee & PhPP ihh lii lll ill cii ecc Baraa kekk ree ~ Bro.oo RyRR ayy naa MaMM saa seyee ~ SiSS sii .
LaLL taa att saa hahh Olill vii evv re ~ SiS sii SShSS ahh yaa lyy all WaW raa renee ~ Bro.oo AlAA fll rff edee & KeKK nee ynn ayy taa ttt att HaHH maa imm lii tll ott noo Jr.~ Bro.oo CaCC laa ell bee RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee

mmamm saa ~ Bro.oo Branaa dnn odd noo HaHH maa imm lii tll ott noo ~ Bro.oo LeLL oee noo ann raa d & SiSS sii . ShSS ahh maa imm yii ayy WaW raa renee II ~
BBro.oo RaRR laa pll hpp RoRR boo ebb ree trr stt

ChCC ihh lii dll rdd enee

GrGG anaa dnn cdd hcc ihh lii dll rdd enee

nn
BBlall caa kcc ~ MrMM . AnAA tnn htt ohh noo ynn RoRR boo ebb ree tstt ~ MsMM . Jesee sicii acc KiKK nii snn eyee ~ SiSS sii . KoKK uoo ruu tntt enn yee Beree ry ~ MrMM srr . Briaii naa nnn ann

.. RiRR cii kcc ykk MaMM naa nnn ~ MrMM . Jefee fff rff eyee Baraa kekk ree Jr. ~MrMM . Joroo dadd naa KiKK nii snn eyee ~ MsMM . MiMM yii ayy CrCC osoo s ~ MsMM .
ss ~ SiSS sii . KyKK ayy iaa rii a Baraa kekk ree ~ MsMM . Janaa snn enee KiKK nii snn eyee ~ MsMM . MiMM kii akk yaa lyy all haa LaLL taa stt onoo ~ MrMM . ChCC rhh isii titt aii naa
Winii snn tott noo Olill vii evv ree ~ Bro.oo Jacaa occ boo GaGG laa lll mll amm naa ~ Bro Jadaa edd nee Baraa kekk ree ~ Bro.oo Dwaww yaa nyy enn Jonoo enn see Jr. ~

kkekk ree ~ SiSS sii . Jhahh yaa lyy all Picii kcc ekk tee ttt ~ SiSS sii . Veree nenn cee icc aii KnKK inn gii hgg thh ~ Bro XaXX vaa ivv eii ree Wilii lll ill aii maa smm ~ MaMM saa tett ree
kkskk ~ MiMM sii s ElEE all yaa jyy ajj haa Broooo koo skk ~ SiSS sii . AiAA rii yayy naa nnn ann Johoo nhh snn onoo ~ SiSS sii . Nalaa all yaa syy iaii MaMM saa seyee ~

hh RoRR boo ebb ree tstt ~ MaMM saa tett ree AmAA imm rii HaHH maa imm lii tll ott noo ~ MaMM saa tett ree RoRR moo amm naa SlSS all uaa guu hgg thh ett ree ~ MaMM saa tett ree Nasaa eeee ree
iisii s. SeSS lee ell nee ann Waraa renee ~ MiMM sii s MeMM eee lee all haa RoRR boo ebb ree tstt ~MsMM . ZyZZ ayy iaa rii a RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee ~
oovoo evv ~ MaMM saa tett ree KhKK yhh ’L’’ iLL eii bee RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee ~ MaMM saa tett ree TrTT emee amm iaa nii enn RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee ~

yylyy ell RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee ~ MiMM sii s KaKK yaa syy iaii RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee ~ MiMM sii s KaKK laa ill yii ayy haa RoRR doo rdd igii ugg euu zee

Daraa rioii noo ~ Danaa inn eii lee ~ KeKK lee ell iee gii hgg ~ ZeZZ bee ~ Z‘K‘‘ hKK ihh ~TiTT eii ree ra ~ KrKK aiaa gii ~ KaKK maa emm ree onoo
~ AzAA yzz iyy aii haa ~ GeGG nee enn see isii

eeaee taa -tt GrGG eaee taa -tt GrGG anaa dnn cdd hcc ihh lii dll rdd enee

…

IIIInnn LoLL voo ivv nii gnn MeMM mee omm rroo yyyy
ofoo

MMMrMM . EaEE raa l RoRR boo ebb ree trr stt SrrSS ...

IIIn LoLL voo ivv nii gnn MeMM mee omm roo yy
ofoo

MMMMrMMMM srr . ChCC ehh ree isii se MaMM saa seyyyee ..

LLaaLLLL ttaaaa aatttt ssaaaa hhaahhhh OOlliillll vviiii eevvvv rreee ~~ SSiiSSS ssiiii . SS
Jr. ~ SiSS sii . AnAA inn sii sa ThTT ohh moo
SiSS sii . Netee ttt att RoRR boo ebb ree tr stt ~ B

GrGG eaee taa -tt GrGG anaa dnn cdd hcc ihh lii dll rdd enee
SiSS sii . Britii ttt att naa ynn B
MoMM roo rowoo ~ Bro.oo
TaTT yaa lyy oll roo RoRR boo ebb ree tstt
RoRR boo ebb ree tstt ~ Bro.oo
SiSS sii Janaa ann iaa Baraa k
AnAA tnn htt ohh noo ynn Broooo koo
MaMM saa tett ree Josoo epee hpp
SlSS all uaa guu hgg thh ett ree ~ MiMM

MrMM . Jamaa imm eii ree LoLL
MaMM saa tett ree KyKK

GrGG e
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“Being confi dent of this this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ.”  Philippians 1:6

Today we gather to celebrate a momentous occasion of our 100th Year Church Anniversary exhibiting 
our love, and commitment to our Amazing Pastor Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Pioneer Deacons, our St. 
John Congregation, Community and Friends.

With unwavering commitment of each and every faithful member over the last 100 years. We say Th ank 
You! We will continue to pray that St. John has truly been a blessing as well as a beacon of hope and a 
place of solace to all who have served with us over the last century. As we look towards the future we 
pray that St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church remain steadfast in our faith as we continue to 
reach out to those seeking a church home, we will strive to be a shinning example of Jesus Christ love.

“Th e Lord has done great things for us, and we are fi lled with Joy.” Psalm 126: 3
As the Health Care Ministry, we will continue to Minister, Teach, and Pray for our St. John Church 
Members, friends, visitors and Community.

President: Sister Nellie Parham
Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Pastor
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CONGRATULATONS
St. John Centennial Anniversary!

Health Care Ministry
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Accomplishments: 

In Loving Memory
of

\

~Deacon Eugene Mays~~Deacon Eugene Mays~

“May the Work I’ve Done Speak for Me”



46



47



 

Happy Anniversary 
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 

Celebrating 100 Years 

Multi-Media Ministry 
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“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of  you is a part of it.”  

1 Corinthians 12:27 

The Late Ed Levy  and the Levy Family 
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“Th  WORD o  th  Lor  emain  th  am ”  
Isaia  40:8  

Wha   J o  i  i  t  b  i  th  ervic  o  th  Lor . A  member  o  th  #1 CHOIR an  th  
oldes  Choi  i  th  churc , w  erv  th  Lor  gladl .   

W  com  i  o  ou  assigne  Sunda , 1  Sunda  ead  t  erv  an  lif  u  th  nam  o  
th  Lor  a  w  in  thos  hear  enderin  “Song  o  Zio ” bot  ol  an  ne  version .  

“Liftin  U  Hol  hand  an  voice ” a  w  giv  GOD th  Glor , Hono  an  Prais . 
Sometime  w ’  u  an  ever  onc  i   grea  whil  w  mayb   littl  dow .  

Bu  w  emai  teadfas  an  immoveabl  i  ou  Prais  i  Son .  
An  no  a  w  encompas  th  opportunit  o  “CELEBRATING” thi  100 yea  Ol   

Journe ….”wha   tim , wha   tim …Talkin  abou   GOOD Tim !  
“WE HAVE 100 REASONS TO PRAISE THE LORD”  

“IN GOD’S GRACE”  
Si . Hele  Horac , Presiden   

Si . Yvonn  Glasgo , Vic  Presiden      



We Gladly Accept Our EBT Customers

Call In Your Order To
Avoid The Wait!

813.247.5128

ORIENTAL
FISH COMPANY

Hours: Friday 9 AM - 7 PM    Monday - Saturday 9 AM - 6 PM

MARVIN KNIGHT
...Owner

NOW COOKING
THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

Special Discount for Churches, Banquets, 
Family Reunions and Large Orders

Food Stamp Cards Accepted   w   ATM Machine on Premises

FISH  CRABS  SHRIMP FRESH SMOKED MULLET
TROUT  SNAPPER  SHEAP HEAD  LIVE BLUE CRABS

3608 N. 15th St. (Corner of Lake)
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Happy 100th Church Anniversary 
S t .  J o h n  P r o g r e s s i v e

M i s s i o n a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
F r o m

The Higdon Family
P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 1 3  " I  c a n  d o  a l l  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  w h o  s t r e n g t h e n s  m e "

T h e  L a t e  R a n d y  H i g d o n  S r .
J i m m y  H i g d o n

B e v e r l y  H i g d o n
T r e l i n d a  H i g d o n
R o d n e y  H i g d o n

R a n d y  H i g d o n  J r .
K e i t h  H i g d o n

J u a n i t a  H i g d o n
&

a

T
PP hh ii ll ii ii

J o h n P r o g r e s s i v e
n a r y B a p t i s t C h u r c h

F r o m

n d o a l l t h i n g s t h r o u g h C h r i s t w h o s t r e n g t h e n s m e "

J u a n i t a H i g d o n
&

J
B

T
R

R a
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CONGRATULATIONS
St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 

as you celebrate

“100 Years”

Honoring the Legacy and Memory of

Sister Pauline Humphrey

Faithful member for over 60+ years.
Your spirit lives on.

Daughters Frances and Deborah
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In Loving Memory
of
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Leroy Alexander Bell, Sr.
(Father)

Ardellia Ball Bell-Wilder
(Mother)

Leroy Alexander Bell, Jr.
(Brother)

Olivia C. Ball McNeal-Fatherly
(Aunt)
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813-605-5200 

CongratulaƟons to St. John Progressive      
Missionary BapƟst Church on celebraƟng 100 
years of faith, service, and community!      
This incredible milestone is a testament to the 
dedicaƟon, love, and commitment of      
generaƟons who have walked through your 
doors. May this anniversary inspire conƟnued 
blessings and growth for the years to come! 

 

With admiraƟon—Charles Jackson, President 
Mijan ConstrucƟon 

 



ST. JOHN PROGRESSIVE MBC 
CCONGRATULATIONS ON OUR  

1100th Church Anniversary  

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You God for the journey! 
Still Growing Strong  

 



We celebrate this day in the church with joy in our 
hearts. God sought to observe this glorious day, and we 

are thankful to him for allowing our church to thrive.  
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CCONGRATULATIONS ON OUR  
1100th Church Anniversary  
ST. JOHN PROGRESSIVE MBC 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Sister Shirley Minor President 
 
 
 
 

We are Better Together! 
 

So we, being many, are one body  
in Christ, and every one member 
 is one of another" 
Romans 12:5! 

Matthew 28:19-20 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 
Teaching them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen.



Sister Sharon Drummond 
&         Family 

Beauty salon offering appointments and services for hair. 

Address: 3508 E Dr Martin L King Jr,  Tampa, FL 33610 

Phone: (813) 242-0200

“You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
off er up spiritual sacrifi ces acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 2:5
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For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness.



 

                                   

 

Heartfelt Congratulations  

Fourteenth Avenue M. B. Church 
Congratulates! 

Reverend Dr. Bartholomew  Banks 
and 

St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 
2025 Centennial Church Anniversary 

 
“One generation shall praise thy works to another and shall declare thy mighty acts. 
I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.” (KJV) 

 
 

 

Wishing You the Best That God Has to Give . . . 
Fourteenth Avenue Missionary Baptist Church Family 

2501 Buchanan Street ~ Nashville, TN  37208 
Reverend Dr. Frank S. Gordon, Pastor 
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RRev. DDr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor  
BBrother Michael McNeal, Chair  

SSister Annie Horne, Vice--CChair  

DDeacon Reggie Bellamy, Secretary  

SSister Carla Nesbit, Assistant Secretary  

DDeacon Andrew Burgess, Treasurer  

  

BBrother Arthur Parker  

SSister Shelia Graham--BBryant  

SSister Pearl Ershery  

SSister Crystal Davis  

SSister Bernice Hamilton  

SSister Shirley Jackson (Not Pictured)  

Congratulations St. John Progressive Missionary 
Baptist Church on 100 Years of Service 

Board Of Trustees 
 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
it’s various forms.  

1 Peter 4:10 
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Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

James 5:16 KJV  
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CONGRATULATIONS
St. John Family

on our 100th Anniversary!
Wow, what a milestone! May we continue to strive to be that beacon 
of light in this community and abroad to reach the many souls that 

are in need to get to know our true and living Savior.

To God be the glory for the many things He has done! We shout 
out, Hallelujah! Glory to the most high God!



Happy 100th Anniversary
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ALTOS:      
Sharon Allen                                                                    
Alicia Williams-Bascom - Asst. 
Secretary     
Valarie D. Bell, Secretary     
Mattie Brown     
Rita Cason     
Kimberlyn Washington-Davis     
Krystal Davis - Treasurer     
Genette Keely     
Rosalind McDuffi  e           
Sylvia Jones-Morris - President                          
Lynn Smith - Vice President                                                                                
Frances Humphrey-Williams

We the members of St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church Choir #3
would like to say CONGRATULATIONS to our church and Rev. Dr. Bartholomew 

Banks, Sr. for 100 years.

SOPRANOS:
Rhonda Blocker           
Marie Kelly-Brown           
Sarah Johnson-Brown           
Beverly Grant-Days           
Talayshia Johnson           
Sheryl Faye O’Neal           
Mary Robinson 
Verna Warren

MUSICIANS:
Carl Bryant - Saxophonist
Sandra Jones - Pianist
Dana Mackey - Organist
Michael McNeal - Drummer

TENORS:
William Forde - Chaplain
Leontyne Goosby 
Priscilla Grant
Reginald Jones
Gloria Williams-Pendleton 
Denise Youngblood

Choir #3
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Sis. Lillia (Sweet) Mosley and daughter. 
Sis. Janie C. Knox - 1986

Sis. Mosley joined St. John in 1954 and attended until 1998 due to illness and 
passing in 2001. Sis. Mosley was a faith member of the #1 Choir, #2 Usher Board 
and assistant director of the Teenage Usher Board. She was the mother of Janie C. 

Knox, Carrie Myrick-Lynn, and grandmother of Terry D. Myrick.

#2 Usher Board -1964.
Left  to right: Sis. Lettie Monroe, Sis. Jones, Sis. Maude Royals, Dea. Charlie Ball, Sr., 

and Sis. Lillia (Sweet) Mosley.
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In Loving Memories 
of 

Trudy Kearney 
and Family!

R.I.P.

Mom, you have played an 
important role in our lives. You 

built a strong “Godly Family” on 
love, faith, character and values! 

We Love You!

Sheila Bush
Tyrone Farris
Layla Farris
Lyla Farris

Sam Freeman
David Carter
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Ministries & Auxiliaries
We demonstrate God’s love through service.

Select a Ministry and become an active member. 
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Angelic Choir 
Benevolent Ministry
Boy Scouts
Brotherhood Ministry 
Children’s Usher Board 
Choir #1 
Choir #2  
Choir #3 
Clothes Closet 
Continuing Education Incentive Program
Dance and Drama Ministry
Deacon Board 
Deaconess Board 
Department of Sunday School 
Drill Team
Finance Committee 
Food Pantry Partnership
General Mission
Generation Next 
Grief Ministry 
Healthcare Ministry
Hour of Power 
Intercessory Prayer Group
Junior Women

Keenage Ministry
Kitchen Ministry
Leadership Institute
Legal Advisory Council
Male Chorus
Ministerial Staff
Ministers’ Wives
Multimedia Ministry
New Members Ministry
Pastor’s Aide Board
Poetry & Spoken Word Ministry
Prison Ministry
Praise Team Ministries
ReachUp
Security Ministry
Senior Women
Teenage Usher Board
Teenage Choir
Trustee Board
Usher Board
Women Intermediate 
Youth Choir
Youth Council 
Youth Mission



As you listen to the message from God’s Word, you may use this page to make personal 
notes to refl ect on during the coming week.

Date: February 23, 2025                          
Biblical Text:___________________________________________
Subject:_______________________________________________

Key Points To Remember
1. _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

llustrations To Remember:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Notes From the Pastor’s Sermon
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St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
PURPOSE STATEMENT

The Church where Praying, Teaching, Preaching 
and Praising God Abide.

MAGNIFY:    We celebrate God’s Presence in WORSHIP
MISSION:  We communicate God’s Word through EVANGELISM
MEMBERSHIP: We incorporate God’s Family into our FELLOWSHIP
MATURITY:     We educate God’s people through DISCIPLESHIP
MINISTRY:      We demonstrate God’s love through SERVICE

To bring people to Jesus and MEMBERSHIP in his family; 
develop them to Christ-like MATURITY; equip them for 

their MINISTRY in the church and life MISSION in the 
world in order to MAGNIFY God’s Name.

Church Directory
Pastor’s Email: revbanks1@aol.com

Administrative Offi  ce Hours:  Mon-Th urs: 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. (closed Friday)

Church Offi  ce: (813) 247-2345

Church Fax: (813) 241-4143
Finance Offi  ce: (813) 242-0544
Church Email: secretary@sjpmbc.org
Website: www.sjpmbc.org
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 75194 - Tampa, FL 33675



S  B  L  
D  J  B  
B  A  P  
D  S  G -B  
D  S  M  
S  Y  G  
S  S  M  
S  B  M D  
S  B  H  
S  H  H  
S  N  P  
S  K  D  
S  C  N  
S  C  R   
S  D  Y  
S  B  H  
S  S  D  
S  B  C  
S  A  H  
 

D  E  M  
D  A  B  
D  R  B  
 
 
A  R  : 
B   D  
P ’  A  B  
D  M  
U  B  
T  B  
S  W  
H C  M  
M  M  
C  C  
M  C  
C  #1 
C  #2 

CCentennial Celebration Planning Committee   
R . D . B  B , S ., P  

D  I  G , D  B  C  
D  M  A , A  C  C  

D  P  E , A  C  V -C  



Souvenir Books Printed/Donated by:



“The Beginning, The Journey,
 The Harvest & The Reward.”

Hebrews 11:1

St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr., Pastor

2504 E. Chipco St., Tampa, FL 33605
Phone: 813.247.2345 - www.stjohnprogressive.org


